Press Release from +Patrick O’Donoghue, Bishop of Lancaster


Congregation for Clergy’s swift and ringing endorsement of Fit for Mission? -Church and defence of Fit for Mission? - Schools
Bishop Patrick O’Donoghue is delighted to announce that the Congregation for the Clergy – with remarkable speed – have written to commend his latest document, Fit for Mission? Church. Just over three weeks after the release of the document on the 27th August, Archbishop Mauro Piacenza, Secretary of the Congregation has written not only to praise Fit for Mission? Church but to give the Congregation’s reaction to the stormy reception of Bishop Patrick’s earlier document, Fit for Mission? Schools. 
Fit for Mission?  Church
Archbishop Mauro Piacenza recommends Fit for Mission? Church as providing 
‘an effective, practical instrument for advancing the much heralded New Evangelisation. If this renewal of the Faith is to take root, it cannot remain a mere “slogan” but must be woven into the web of contemporary culture.  Fit for Mission? Church gives much needed indication as to the means of accomplishing this great mission of the Church.’
As the Congregation tasked with the responsibility for overseeing the implementation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Bishop Patrick is particularly pleased with their commendation of his document’s use of this invaluable synthesis of the Church’s Faith, 
‘The latest document in the series, Fit for Mission?  Church, is hewn from the same rich vein as Fit for Mission? Schools, namely the Traditions of the Church as expressed in the Second Vatican Council and in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.’ 
Fit for Mission?  Schools

The Congregation also expresses its amazement at the controversial reaction to Bishop Patrick’s Fit for Mission? Schools, and strongly supports his right as an individual bishop to speak out on Catholic education:
‘It is still somewhat amazed at the reaction the text provoked as it was both an appropriate and legitimate exercise of Episcopal authority by a Successor of the Apostles charged by God , and by the Church, to ensure that the Faith is transmitted correctly and in its entirety, to the People of God entrusted to his care.  You were simply doing your duty in this regard’.

Archbishop Piacenza goes on to support the purpose of Fit for Mission? Schools, to cultivate an authentic Catholic ethos in schools that is capable of resisting the growing pressures to compromise the teachings of the Church.  The Congregation also reveals that Bishop Patrick’s assessment of the state of Catholic education in this country is in accord with correspondence received by the Congregation from the Faithful of England and Wales over many years.

 ‘It should go without saying that Catholic schools, as one of the primary vehicles for this ongoing task, must be imbued with a Catholic ethos that is real and not simply imaginary.  Your Lordship has realistically faced a situation that has been an oft repeated theme over many years, by the Faithful of your country in their correspondence with this Congregation.  The Dicastery again lauds you for your courageous action.’
Bishop Patrick comments;

 ‘I am very moved by the strong support my Fit for Mission? documents have received from one of the most senior Congregations of the Holy See.  During the controversy caused by Fit for Mission? Schools I was heartened by the support I received from the Dicasteries and bishops around the world, priests and from ordinary Faithful from many countries. I get the sense that the Congregation shares the same sense of urgency that informs Fit for Mission? Church.  We must immediately establish a systematic, creative and exciting programme of education in the fullness of the Faith, on the scale of the Counter-Reformation, engaging clergy, teachers, politicians, artists, theologians, musicians, architects, web designers, and many more.  It is my hope that people will see the Fit for Mission? documents as a road map to help the Church in England and Wales face this challenge.’
� Bishop Patrick’s earlier document, Fit for Mission? Schools, released in November 2007, won the acclaim of hundreds of the faithful in this country, and around the world, and the praise of a number of Dicasteries of the Holy See.  Cardinal Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, even wrote a foreword to the CTS’s expanded edition of Fit for Mission? Schools.  


It also drew hostile criticism from the National Secular Society and Barry Sheerman, MP, Chairman of the Children, Schools and Families Commons Select Committee, who accused Bishop Patrick of promoting ‘fundamentalism’ in Catholic schools. Barry Sheerman made the rather remarkable comment that, 'It seems to me that faith education works all right as long as people are not that serious about their faith’. Bishop Patrick was then called to appear before the Select Committee to defend his document and Catholic schools.
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